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Artistic Infrastructure
Artist-led Events
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STORY LINES & INTERVIEWS
Story Lines
• Histories of ecological harm and
disconnection from this place.
• Environmental justice work and vision.
• Appropriation and re-appropriation
of this site.
• Settlement history of the Northside.
• Food sovereignty in Black, Native &
POC communities.
Interview Process
• So far, we have interviewed 8 leaders
and experts about these themes to
inform our public art concepts.
• We have several interviews left to
do, and will continue to refine ideas
based on feedback we get from the
community.
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NORTHSIDE HISTORY & RESILIENCE

A

Murals

+

• A mural that lifts up the resilience of
the Northside.
• Visually tell the story of important
events, leaders and places in the
community’s history.
• Could connect to an online resource
that goes deeper into the stories in
the mural.

San Diego Latinx History Mural

It means a lot to me that everyone
in the community is included and
remembered.
- Marlin Lewis

Right now, I think that we really need
to highlight some of the successes
that we have around the North Side
and not just focus on some of the
disparities.
- Rep. Fue Lee

Upper Harbor Terminal

The City at the Crossroads of History mural by Mike Alewitz.

Ground
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PERFORMANCE STAGE

A

Events

• The addition of a low stage platform
and benches by the silos (along
with simple lighting and other basic
elements) could open the space up
for more Northsiders to access and
connect to sooner than later.
• A stage for performance in the
long-term park makes a place for
community to come together.

The wisdom within a poem, planting
ideas in people’s heads, so that they
begin to see the world in a different
way. ... [Music] can give people access
to their highest wisdom.
- Louis Alemayehu
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Furniture
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STORIES UP & DOWN THE RIVER

A

Ground

• An artwork that connects people’s
perspective up and down river, from
the past to the present.
• Could be along the river wall, on a
railing or in the pavement.
• Words, drawings, or images show
important places and events along
the river, highlighting communities’
relationships with the river.
River of Iron, Tamsie Ringler

Education-wise, … well that’s water
that ran through my wild rice so
there could be some type of teaching
moment there about where this water
came on its way to the Gulf and what
it provides.
- Bob Rice
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Point State Park, Pittsburgh

+

Sculpture
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GATHERING SPACE

A

Events

+

• Space for teaching and gathering.
• Emphasis on space for Native
community to connect to culture,
tradition and language.
• Foster cultural interchange among
communities on the Northside.
Angela Two Stars, Sandy Spieler, Mona Smith, Bde Maka Ska

A safe space for ceremonies and
healing in nature... there are no
places to heal. … We want it to be
educational, where people are
learning about the history and the
culture, that this originally is Dakota
homeland.

Uptown Circle, Normal, IL

- Naida Medicine Crow
Angela Two Stars, Bde Maka Ska
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COMMUNING WITH THE RIVER

A

Furniture

• An intentional space for sitting near,
touching and connecting with the
river.
• Sheltered from the activity of the
park to be more contemplative.

When people feel connected to the
water and the land, it grounds you.
- Naida Medicine Crow
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Plantings
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SENSORY & ECOLOGY PATH

A

Ground

• Sense stimulating path to enhance
the connection to the land and
sensations of being by the river.
• As you walk through the path,
sections would be designed to wake
up your senses.
• Opportunities for teaching about
river ecology, storm water, soil, plants
and animals of this area.
Lavender Labyrinth, MI

In a modern Western way of looking at
the world, you look at it in terms of... in
a very broken way. And you don’t see
the interconnection between all of
life.
- Louis Alemayehu
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Plantings
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SELF-GUIDED TOUR

A

Wayfinding +

Digital

• Prompts will help you navigate your
way around the future park like a
scavenger hunt or a maze, while
asking you about your vision for the
river and park.
• The prompts could be painted and
colorful, or more subtle plaques.
Royal Botanic Gardens, Cranbourne, Australia

• Materials like the large concrete
blocks that are already at UHT could
be used as the canvas, and even
brought into neighborhood parks
on the Northside to start the journey
there.
Existing Blocks at UHT

It seems like it would be a beautiful
place for people in the neighborhood
just to walk down to and get more
familiar with.
- Marlin Lewis
Look-through Murals
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PEOPLE-POWERED MUSIC & LIGHT

A

Play

• By pedaling, you can control your
surroundings.
• Play music, light up lights in an
artwork, charge your phone, etc.
• Have fun and get your blood
pumping.

Rock the Bike, Oakland, CA

I think art that is challenging the
narrative that this is the industry’s
river, and it’s always been the
industry’s, and it’s always going to
be... to counter that story with the art
would be great.
-Roxxanne O’Brien
Light-up see-saws
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Digital
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ROTATING MURAL + FREE WALL

A

Murals

+

Relics

• Highlight graffiti artists’ talents and
graffiti tradition and history at UHT.
`
• Every couple of years, new murals
could respond to a new theme.
• One wall available as a “free wall”
for artists to paint on.
• Could use structures that are saved
or new surfaces that are a part of the
park.

If people are coming to Minneapolis,
it’s a place that they want to at least
go and see. It’s a street art destination
now… a very significant place in the
Twin Cities’ graffiti scene.
- Anonymous Artist
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Graffiti Alley, Toronto

Venice Beach, California
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INDUSTRIAL PLAY STRUCTURES

A

Play

+

Relics

• Creatively reuse pieces of the
industrial relics (metal, stone,
structural elements, etc.) for play,
seating, bike racks, etc.
• Incorporate signage with photos
and stories of the industrial and
labor history of the UHT.
• Acknowledge the industrial history,
while creating a new use for some of
these materials and keeping them
out of the landfill or scrap yard.

The structures … and all that, I always
thought that would be really a lot to
get rid of. The potential for that thing
to be re-purposed into something
cool was just so, it seemed so obvious,
you know?
- Anonymous Artist
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City Museum, St. Louise, MO
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“WE’RE WATCHING YOU”

A

Sculpture

• Symbolically saying to the polluters
in the area, we’re paying attention.
• Bringing awareness to the fight
against environmental injustice on
the Northside.
• An opportunity to make a permanent
monument on the land that has and
is being fought for.

Right here is where you can start
to turn it around. But you got to
acknowledge the past. You got to
acknowledge those pains, those things
that have happened, those injustices
in order to know what not to do again.
Untitled, J.R.

- Princess Haley

Upper Harbor Terminal

+

Murals

THE VALUE OF ART AT UHT
The highest calling of art connects you to
past, present, and future, and gives you a
sense of how you need to be, in order to
be someone who inherited the best of the
past, lives it the present, and passes it on
to future generations.
- Louis Alemayehu

I think the space has to show... it has to
be inviting to me. If I walk into a space
and I don’t see anything that represents
blackness or femininity or pain or these
public, private and personal ways that I
identify, then I don’t feel welcome. I’m not
necessarily going to stay in that space.
- Princess Haley
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